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We are helpless and have to accept things ara revealed
by perception. Hence our perceptions are intrinsically true.
The Nyaya view that their truth is extrinsic is wrong because
there is no test extraneous to perception which is available
and is more primary and reliable. The sense-organs are
naturally adapted to reveal things in their real form and is
this sense the power of producing truth is inherent in them.
Falsehood is non-inherent in the sense that it is caused by
the distorting influences of the medium which remain un-
corrected due to certain defects of the central nervous
system. Thus falsehood can be attributed to the agency of
abnormal conditions when the perceptual apparatus is not
functioning normally it can be known from the discard among
the reports of different sense-organs or among those of
different persons or among those of the same person at
different times. If many persons perceive the same thing,
if we perceive the same thing at different times, if the
reports of different senses agree, we have no reason to
doubt the normal functioning of a particular sense-organ.
Experience teaches us that within certain limits and under
certain conditions our perceptions are quite reliable. Beyond
th^se limits our senses may error, but in such cases errors
may be detected by different texts, suggested by the Naiya-
yika and the Buddhist, viz. non-coherence, practical dis-
appointment, etc. If an erroneous perception were never
contradicted by subsequent experiences of a person or of
other persons, we could never be aware of its orroneous-
ness. There is no superior and more primary faculty of
knowing the real nature of objects than sense-perception
and consequently what it reveals must be taken to be real.
Intellect or the faculty of resoning is no doubt superior, but
it acquires this superiority owing to its power of comparing,
analysing and synthesising sense-data which are the result
of a direct contact of sense-organs with reality. Thus in the
sphere of perceptual knowledge the Mimamsa theory alone
is correct. When knowledge is derived from a combined
operation of the sense-organs and inference or from infer-
ence or from verbal testimony; the mere appearance or if it
is not a proof of its truth. If at night 1 perceive a light high
up in the sky and Judge that It is light of star, my judgment